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TOTAL CREDI' T HOURS: 45
PREREQUI SI TE(S): NONE

PH LCSCPHY/ GOALS:

The aimof this course is to introduce the student to the world

of politics with a decided Canadi an bias. He/she will learn a
basi ¢ understanding of political behaviours fromits earliest
beginnings to its present stage. W will look closely at the

structure of governnent with its three branches in Canada, its
devel opnment, and the influences upon it by, in particular, both
Anerican and British sources. The student w |l becone acquainted
with the various ideologies - the so-called "isns" of political
concern. He/she will be introduced to the bureaucracy and the
part played by "public servants” w thin our formof governnent.
Canada's role in International affairs, particularly in areas of
trade, international |aw diplonmacy, oveir-popul ation, and the
environment will conplete this area of political concern

STUDENT PERFCRVANCE OBJECTI VES
Upon successful conpletion of this course, the student will:

1) recognize the patterns of political behaviour and be able to
assess its influence at all |evels.

2) describe the origins of_political_thought and be able to
assess their relevance and influence in today's framework

3) be able to conpare the various "isns" of politics and
evaluate their strengths and weakness.

4) reviewthe various forns of government, with a special
enphaals on the Canadi an Executive, Legislative, and Judicial
Br anches.

5) examine the Constitution of Canada, as well as the Charter of
R ghts and Freedons and the Anmendi ng Formul a.

6) becone acquainted with various political parties and their
structure.

7% describe the electoral systemin Canada, its process, and its
changes since Confederati on.

8) outline Canada's role in international affairs in areas of
trade, diplonmacy, |aw, and the environnent.
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[11. TOPICS TO BE COVERED:
1- Aninquiry into the nature of politics,
2. An examnation of the field of Political Science fromits
i nception to current behaviours and issues. _
3. The "isns" - a look at various political ideologies and how
peopl e are affected in different ways. _
4. Covernnents and their divisions, including the executive,
| egi sl ative, and judicial branches. _
5. The Constitution of Canada, including the Charter of R ghts
and Freedons, and the Anendi ng Formul a.
6. Political Parties and the H ectoral process.
7. Canada's role in the international arena.
V.  LEARN NG ACTIM TI ES REQU RED RESCURCES
(optional)
1. Introduction to Politics .Text: People, Politics,

[etion of this

Uoon successful conp
be abl e to:

unit, the student wll

1.1 define politics with regard to

behavi our, cul ture, val ues and
conflicting interests.

three |levels

1.2 describe politics at al

of governnent.
1.3
1.4

define political socialization,

di scuss the role of public opinion
and ways of neasuring it.

1.5 translate various disciplines and
how they relate to the field of
political science,

1.6 examne a brief history and evol ution
of political science fromthe ancient
QGeeks to the Enlightennent, as well as
vari ous approaches to it in Canada and
the United States.

2. | deol ogi es and Nati on- St at es

Upon successful conpletion of this
unit, the student wll be able to:

differentiate between the various
political ideologies.

2.1

and Gover nnent
Activities: Read
Chapters 1 and 2
pp. 3-67

Text: as above
Activities: Read
Chapters 3 and 4
pp. 71-139
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2.2 appraise the strengths of different
nations in areas of defence, econom cs,
rank-si zes geographically and in
popul ati on, and know where Canada
ranks in these areas.

3, Governnents and Branches of Governnents Text: as above

Uoon successful conpletion of this Activities: Read
unit, the student will be able to: Chapters 5,6,7 and 8
pp. 144-277

3.1 distinguish between diversified
classiftications of governments.

3.2 recogni ze the executive, |egislative,
and judicial branches of governnent in
Canada and know the functions of each.

4. The Constitution, Political Parties, . Text: as above
Interest Goups and Hectoral Systens Activities: Read
Uoon successtul conpletion of this Chapters 10,11 and 12
unit, the student wll be able to: pp. 280-383

4.1 recognize the features of denocratic
constitutions, including Canada's
Constitution with its Charter of
R ghts and Freedons, and Amrendi ng
For mul a.

4.2 identify various Canadian Politica
Parties and be able to conpare them
with other world parti es.

4.3 identify various pressure and interest
groups and know how they are able to
I nfl uence public policy.

4.4 assess Canada's electoral system its
history, and its present-day organi zation

5- International Politics, Law, ZE?I:'taS aboEg g
D pl onac Popul ati on Concerns, and IVITI€ES: a
thg EnV|¥6nneﬁt : Chapters 13,14,15 and 16
Upon successful conpl etion of this pp. 387-502

unit, the student wll be able to:

5.1 inspect the international political
system and eval uate Canada's role
w thin that system

5.2 recognize the inpact of international
| aw on Canada.
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5.3 assess the challenges of nucl ear

proliferation, over-population, and
envi ronnment al damage as we near the
next century,

V. EVALUATI ON METHODS:

Tests (5) = 60%

Witten Project = 15%

Oal Presentation = 10%

Att endance, Participation, and

Assi gnnent s = 15%
Tot al = 100%

The grading systemused will be as follows:

A+ = 90 - 100%

A = 80 - 89%

B = 70 - 79%

C = 60 - 69%

R = Unsatisfactory - bel ow 60% (course nust be repeat ed)

VI . REQU RED STUDENT RESOURCES

Quy, James John. People, Politics, and Governnent. 2nd. ed.,
Don M11ls, MaxwelT MacMTTan Canada Tnc., 1990.

VI1. ADD Tl ONAL RESOCURCE MATER ALS AVAI LABLE IN THE OOLLECE LI BRARY
BOCK SECTI O\
(title, Publisher, edition, date, and library call nianber if
appl i cabl e)

Peri odi cal Section
Magazi nes
Articles

Audi ovi sual Secti on

Fil ns

Filnmstrips

Transpar enci es
VI11. SPECQ AL NOTES

Students will be required to participate in all classroom
activities, as well as conplete assigned "study questions" on
various portions of the text, and conpl ete assignnents.

Students will lose 1 nmark for each day of class mssed w thout a
valid reason (e.g. Doctor's note).






